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as lie could move, to go to their aid and to raise the siege,
adding with proud consciousness of power (though it must
have been with the secret feeling that his was the waning
cause) that he had once raised the siege of Capua, and that
the consuls would not sustain his approach again.

Some time before, a deputation of Capuans, who were some-
what faint-hearted, had made advances for amnesty to one of
the consuls. The Roman senate now gave notice through
these officers that to all Capuans who would surrender before
the ides of March a free pardon would be granted; but this
offer was indignantly rejected by the more courageous citi-
zens, who browbeat the weaklings into silence.

The Roman strategy of the past three years had consisted
in constantly opposing two or more armies to Hannibal, and
never, unless under the most exceptional conditions, giving
him a chance to fight them in the open field. These armies
sought to tire him out by fatiguing marches, constant skir-
mishes and famine. This general military policy they fol-
lowed from this time on. The consuls always had from
eighty thousand men upwards to oppose to Hannibal, whose
army was gradually deteriorating in quality and rarely more
than half reached those of the Romans in effective strength.
It was by his remarkable power of adapting his means to the
end to be accomplished that Hannibal maintained himself;
until he was recalled to Africa he moved all over Italy, and
uniformly marked his progress by defeat of his foes or their
retreat from the open.

The constancy of the consuls to their one object of be-
sieging Capua deserves credit. On several occasions they
met with disaster which interrupted their prosecution of this
work, but they always returned to it with undiminished en-
ergy. When their dispositions to protect themselves against
Hannibal's approach by occupying Beneventum and Suessulamised, as early the next yearht have beenly it was decided that Appius Claudius should remaininto thonibal's army that thenceforth it was no longer
